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Brea Senior Center Angel Tree and Adopt a Senior
Programs

Brea Senior Center Case Management delivered holiday gifts to 70 Brea seniors for the Angel Tree and
Adopt a Senior programs. Gift recipients were low-income, undergoing hardship, and had little to no support
otherwise. Angel Tree was accomplished with partnership from the Brea Mall, shoppers, and generous gift
donations from countless patrons. Altogether, over 100 gifts and over $1,000 in gift cards were donated to
fulfil seniors’ personalized wish lists. The program was also made possible with volunteers who assisted with
monitoring Angel Tree operations, shopping for wish list gifts, gift wrapping, and delivery of gifts within a three
day period. Brea Senior Center has the utmost gratitude for all involved in uplifting the older adults with
holiday gifts and cheer.
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FreshAIR is Now Year-Round at the Brea Gallery

During the final weekend of the Watercolor West Exhibition in December, the gallery hosted its final
FreshAIR artist-in-residence event of 2019. Artists Yevgeniya Mikhailik and Aaron Troyer spent the
weekend in the gallery working in their modern watercolor styles. While FreshAIR events have been held
the last weekend of each exhibit for the last two years, this was the first time this program has been offered
during the Watercolor West exhibit. The melding of the ‘traditional’ watercolor paintings in the show with the
‘contemporary’ styles of these two artists complimented one another wonderfully. Artists and watercolor
enthusiasts who visited for the last weekend of the show were intrigued and inspired by the approaches
used by these young, emerging artists. Casual visitors were thrilled to see the artists creating live, adding a
unique value to their gallery visit.
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Brea’s Sister Cities Delegates Visit Brea

Earlier this month, delegates from two of Brea’s Sister Cities traveled abroad to visit the City
of Brea. The delegates, from Hanno, Japan, and Anseong, Korea, were excited to learn
more about the history of Brea. Many activities were planned during their stay, including
visits to Brea Olinda High School and Brea Junior High School. City staff toured the students
through the Brea Museum, one of the fire stations, the Civic & Cultural Center, the Curtis
Theater, the Police Department, as well as various parks. The visitors also got to ride in the
Brea Trolley, which was one of their most anticipated events. In all, a total of 66 delegates
made the trip to Brea and enjoyed an enriching experience.
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New Brea Loves Art Banners Installed

In October 2019, five teams of young artists joined the Brea Loves Art event to paint banners depicting the
theme, “A Community of Dreamers.” We are excited to announce that the new banners are exhibited on the
Plaza level of the Brea Civic & Cultural Center. Please stop by and enjoy the new artwork on display.

Bridal Show

The 22nd Annual Bridal Show was held at the Brea Community Center on Saturday, January

25. Approximately 750 guests attended this popular event, with 508 registered brides-to-be. All of the
brides who attended were entered in a raffle that consisted of more than 30 door prizes provided by
participating vendors. Out of the 69 vendors participating in Saturday’s event, some of the local exhibitors
included Black Gold Golf Course, Cedar Creek, Blooming Hills Florist, Friar Tux, StoneFire Grill, Embassy
Suites Brea, and David’s Bridal. This regional event not only attracted many brides from the Orange
County area, but also from as far away as Pasadena, San Diego, Redlands, and Victorville. Both brides-to-
be and vendors were very complimentary of the event. Congratulations to the Community Services staff for
delivering such an impactful event for the community.
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Youth Basketball

The City of Brea Youth Basketball program is designed to give children the opportunity to learn the sport of
basketball in a fun, non-competitive atmosphere. Historically, this program has been run at both at the Brea
Community Center and at Brea Olinda High School to allow all ages to participate together. This year, the
program was divided into two 8-week sessions, due to scheduling conflicts with the high school gymnasium.
Session 1 began January 4 and consists of children ages 4-7 years old, and Session 2 will start on February
29 and will consist of children ages 4-12 years old. The program started with an evaluation process to assist
staff with forming equally talented teams. In the upcoming weeks, participants will work on basketball
fundamentals such as dribbling, shooting, passing, defense and rebounding in the first part of the hour long
program, then practice their skills and play a basketball game against another team in the program.

Participation in previous years:

Year Participants

2018 342

2019 346
2020 (as of 1/28/2020) 353

Respectfully submitted,
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Bill Gallardo
City Manager
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